UNIVERSITY OF '
OXFORD European Research Council

Established by the European Commission

Married Adults Co-residing with Older
Parents:
Paid Work and Domestic Workloads

Ekaterina Hertog, Department of Sociology, University of Oxford
Man Yee Kan, Department of Sociology, University of Oxford

https://www.gentime-project.org

ERC Consolidator Grant awarded to Professor Man-Yee Kan (award number 771736)


https://www.gentime-project.org/
http://www.ox.ac.uk/

Japan is Aging
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Living arrangements of those 60 and over (%)
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WIFE'S SHARE
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How people spend time is influenced by their
nousehold compositions.

* More people more unpaid work

e Time
* Resources

* Gender
* Intergenerational solidarity



Data, methods, and variables

* Data
e 2006 Japanese Survey on Time Use and Leisure Activities

 Sample
» 23,226 married couples with coresident spouses aged between 20 and 59

* Dependent Variables (Minutes/Day)
* Paid work time
* Housework and childcare time
* Adult care time

* Independent Variables: coresidence and care responsibilities

 Control variables:

* husband’s and wife’s ages, husband’s and wife’s years in education,
weekend/weekday, household income, a dummy for an urban household



Paid work
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Adult care
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Conclusion

* Intergenerational support

* Gendered pattens
e Coresidence with healthy older parents helps working-age women more than men

* Older mothers provide married couples with more consistent and substantial
support

 When older adults need care themselves working age women spend more time
caring for them than men.

* Future research
 What about the perspective of the elderly?
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Abstract

The rise of life expectancy throughout the developed world has meant that older
adults play an increasingly important role in their grown-up children’s lives. We
evaluate whether the intergenerational solidarity theory is useful for understanding
the intergenerational transfers of time in Japan given the relatively generous wel-
fare provision for the older adults and the fall in intergenerational coresidence. We
apply seemingly unrelated regression models to data of the 2006 Japanese Survey on
Time Use and Leisure Activities (Statistics Bureau Japan, 2006) to investigate how
coresidence patterns are associated with paid and unpaid work time of adult mar-
ried children. The sample contains 23,226 married couples where both husband and
wife are aged 20 to 59. We find evidence of intergenerational solidarity in coresident
households. We also find that “doing gender” is layered through intergenerational
exchanges of support between married working-age children and their older parents.
Working-age women’s time use patterns are associated with coresidence arrange-
ments and care needs of their older relatives to a much greater extent than working-
age men’s. The observed patterns are consistent with healthy older women support-
ing their daughters’ careers in exchange for care when they need help themselves.
For working-age men, the patterns are not very pronounced. Notably, working-age
husbands without children appear to be more responsive to their older the parents’
care needs, suggesting that fatherhood may be associated with solidifying gendered
role performance within Japanese couples.
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